Chest pain in the emergency department: potential role of multidetector CT.
The evaluation of patients presenting with chest pain to the emergency department remains a significant challenge. The primary goal is to distinguish clinically insignificant etiologies from life-threatening causes such as myocardial ischemia, aortic dissection, and pulmonary embolism. The conventional evaluation consisting of history, electrocardiography, and biochemical markers is often inconclusive and noninvasive imaging techniques may prove valuable. This article describes some of the available options and focuses on the potential role of CT angiography to assess indeterminate chest pain.